
1

-
Lo

ris
 Le

synski   Illustrated by

-
-Written by Ge

rr
y 

Ra
sm

ussen

Illustrated by Gerry Rasmussen-
-

annick press
Toronto • New York • Vancouver



2

All in the Ball

Crazy About Soccer

Soccer Simply Everywhere 

Kick a Ball...

How Soccer Started 

Did Shakespeare Play Soccer 

	 Between Writing Plays?

How Soccer’s Different 

	 from Other Sports

Soccer in the Future 

Striker’s Job

First-Touch Chant	

Soccer Sense

Throw-In

Foolery

Messages Don’t Get Any More  

	 Instant Than This! 

It Went Here, It Went There...

Soccer Balls, Big and Small

BENDING the Ball?

The Power of Suggestion

Seven Nine Six...

Soccer ’Round the Clock

Warm Muscles = Oomph

But We CAN’T Stop!

Two Very Good Observations 

	 (in Very Bad Rhyme)

’Cuz They’s Important!

No Favorites!

Why Tigers Aren’t Allowed  

	 on the Team

  4
  5
  6
  7
  8
  9

10 

11
12
12
12
12
12
13 

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22 

23
24
25
 

© 2012 Loris Lesynski (text)

© 2012 Gerry Rasmussen (illustrations)

Design & Art Direction by Loris Lesynski, Laugh Lines Design

Annick Press Ltd.
All rights reserved. No part of this work covered by the copyrights 

hereon may be reproduced or used in any form or by any means 

——graphic, electronic, or mechanical——without the prior written 

permission of the publisher.

We acknowledge the support of the Canada Council for the Arts, 

the Ontario Arts Council, and the Government of Canada through  

the Canada Book Fund (CBF) for our publishing activities.

Cataloging in Publication

Lesynski, Loris

      Crazy about soccer! / Loris Lesynski ; art by Gerry Rasmussen.

 

ISBN 978-1-55451-422-9 (bound).——ISBN 978-1-55451-421-2 (pbk.)

 

1. Soccer——Juvenile poetry.  I. Rasmussen, Gerry, 1956- 

II. Title. 

 

PS8573.E79C73 2012             jC811’.54              C2012-902100-8

The artwork in this book was done in pen and ink and Photoshop.

The poems are set in Chaparall Pro. Titles are in Bryan Talbot Lower, 

with page numbers in Shake Open, both from www.comicfonts.com.

Printed in China

Visit us at: www.annickpress.com

Visit the author at: www.lorislesynski.com

	 or www.crazyaboutsoccer.ca

Visit the illustrator at: www.gerryrasmussen.com

You can write to Loris

c/o Annick Press, 15 Patricia Avenue, Toronto ON M2M 1H9 Canada 

or e-mail her at LorisLesynski@gmail.com

For 
Wendy Marion Cecil,
someone who really 
moves
	               —LL

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 B

A
BA

K

Published in the U.S.A. by
Annick Press (U.S.) Ltd.	
Distributed in the U.S.A. by:
Firefly Books (U.S.) Inc.
P.O. Box 1338, Ellicott Station
Buffalo, NY 14205

Distributed in Canada by:

Firefly Books Ltd.

66 Leek Crescent

Richmond Hill, ON  

L4B 1H1



3

25 
26
26
27
28
29
29
30
31
31
32
32
33
33
34
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41 
42
43
44
 
45
46
47

XXXXXXXXL

We Need Knees!

Pick Up Those Knees!

KangaKicks

Arms Set the Pace

Way Too Pointy!

Red Card to Humpty D.

Rain Game

How to Be a Referee

What the Ref Sez Goes

Soccer Suggestion

Height? Ha!

Peripheral Vision

Soccer Eyes

Please Please Please, No Injuries!

Beginner

Turf Burn

The Concussion Discussion

GLUG GLUG GLUG... AHHHH! 

Goalkeeper, Goalkeeper

The Dive at the Net

We Lost Today

How to Never Lose Another Game

Why I’m Quitting Soccer

“Header” Variations

Now Invite Some Zebras  

	 to Play, Too...

Soccer Camouflage

Over

Moon Ball



4

  Al l  in the Bal l
Take away the uniforms,

	 take away the cleats.

Take away the cheering crowd, 

	 take away the seats.

Take away the referee,

	 take away the net.

Take it all away today— 

	 right away—and yet—

We’ll always have a game to play,

	 positions for us all.

It isn’t in the extras. 

	 The game is in the ball.
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Crazy About Soccer

muscles deflated
legs like spaghetti
cleats full of mud

exhausted and sweaty
sometimes a good game

sometimes the worst 
we’re tired and grimy

and dying of thirst
but back here tomorrow?

you bet
and we’ll play

day after day after day 
after day!
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	 A N Y TH i N G 
	 can be a net.

        A N Y TH i N G 
             can be a ball.

      A N Y o n e  can 
          play the game

           A N Y w h e r e 
                  at all.
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Soccer Simply Everywhere



7

Kick a Bal l . . .
Kick a ball in Holland,

kick a ball in France.

Kick a ball in Egypt

if you ever 

get the chance.

Kick a ball in Canada,

kick a ball in Spain.

Kick it from the USA

to China and Ukraine.

Kick a ball 

around the world,

kick it in the street.

Kick it anywhere 

you’ve got

 a soccer ball 

and feet.




